
















































































The following writing prompts can be used for any grade.  Your child should have a notebook 
just for writing.  Once a week, your child should write in their writing journal.  Have them copy 
the writing prompt in their notebook and allow them to write.  Please see the attached editing 
rubrics that may help them self-edit their work per grade.  They can share their writing with you 
each evening. I can not wait to see all of their writing in September. 
 
 
Note:​ You can change the writing prompts as well for example: 
#10. Write about 3 places you would like to travel someday. What do these three places have in 
common? You can change it to…. 
Write about a place you would like to travel to someday?  Give at least three details why you 
would like to travel to this place. 
 
2nd and 3rd grade must write 4-5 sentences in response to their writing prompt. 
 
 

Random Writing Prompts  
 

#1. Imagine a giant box is delivered to your front doorstep with your name on it. What’s inside 
and what happens when you open it? 
 
#2. Write a short story about what it might be like if you woke up one morning with a mermaid 
tail. 
 
#3. Which is better, winter or summer? Write about the reasons why you think winter or summer 
is better. 
 
#4. Write about what it would be like if you had an alligator as a pet. 
 
#5. If you had $1,000, what would you buy and why? 
 
#6. Write a story using these 5 words: apple, train, elephant, paper, banjo 
 
#7. What do you want to be when you grow up and why? 
 
#8. Who is your favorite person on the planet? What do you like most about that person? 
 
#9. If you could have any secret super power, what would you want it to be and why? 
 
#10. Write about 3 places you would like to travel someday. What do these three places have in 
common? 
 
#11. Write about a time you felt really happy. What happened? What made you feel happy? 



 
#12. Imagine what would happen if someone shrunk you down to be only 1″ tall. How would 
your life change? 
 
#13. If you were in charge of the whole world, what would you do to make the world a happier 
place? 
 
#14. Write a story about what it would be like to climb to the very top of the highest mountain in 
the world. 
 
#15. If you were in charge of planning the school lunch menu, what foods would you serve each 
day? 
 
#16. What are some of your favorite animals? What do you like about them? 
 
#17. Imagine that dogs take over the world. What do they make the humans do? 
 
#18. Write a story about flying to outer space and discovering a new planet. 
 
#19. You are a mad scientist and have invented a new vegetable. What is it called? What does 
it look like? What does it taste like? Most importantly: Is it safe to eat? 
 
#20. You go to school one morning to discover your best friend has been turned into a frog by 
an evil witch! How do you help your friend? 
 
#21. Describe what it is like when trees lose all of their leaves in the autumn season. 
 
#22. Write about your favorite sport and why you like it so much. 
 
#23. Imagine what it might be like to live on a boat all the time and write about it. 
 
#24. If you had one wish, what would it be? 
 
#25. Write about what you might do if you have the superpower to become invisible. 
 
#26. You are walking through the forest when one of the trees starts talking to you. What does it 
say? What do you do? 
 
#27. The weather forecast is calling for a blizzard in the middle of the summer. What do you do? 
 
#28. What types of transportation will people have in the future? 
 



#29. What were some of your favorite toys when you were very little? Do you still enjoy playing 
with them? 
 
#30. What would a day in your life be like if you were a movie star? 
 
#31. Imagine you’ve invented a time machine! What year do you travel to? 
 
#32. What are your favorite things to do over summer vacation? 
 
#33. What is your favorite holiday and why? 
 
#34. If you could meet any fictional character from a book, who would it be? 
 
#35. You are writing a travel guide for kids visiting your city. What places do you think they 
should visit? 
 
#36. What is a food you hate? Write about it! 
 
#37. Imagine what it would be like if there was no electricity. What would be different in your 
daily routine? 
 
#38. You are building a new city! What types of things do you think your city needs? How will 
you convince people to move to your new city? 
 
#39. What is your favorite movie? Write your review of the movie and why you think people 
should watch it. 
 
#40. Imagine you get a magic sweater for your birthday. What happens when you wear the 
sweater? What do you do with these new found magical powers? 
 
#41. You are the security guard at the zoo and someone has stolen a rhinoceros! How do you 
track down the thief? 
 
#42. You have been invited to have lunch with the queen. What foods do you eat and what 
topics do you and the queen discuss? 
 
#43. If you could design a school uniform, what types of clothes would you suggest? What 
colors would they be? 
 
#44. Imagine you are a reporter interviewing a celebrity about their life. What questions do you 
ask? 
 



#45. You are running a lemonade stand. Describe the steps for how you make lemonade and 
the types of customers you see during the day. 
 
#46. Write a story about being the ruler of an underwater world. 
 
#47. Write an acrostic poem for the word “treehouse”. 
 
#48. You decide to grow a sunflower, but the sunflower grows so tall it reaches up to the sky! 
Write about what happens when you decide to climb to the top. What do you discover? 
 
#49. Imagine you look out the window and it is raining popsicles from the sky! Write a story 
about the experience. 
 
#50. If you could be any animal, which one would you be and why? 
 
 
 
 



Needs 
Guidance 

Developing 
Skills 

Meets 
Standards 

Exceeds 
Standard

s 

Conventions 
Student uses accurate punctuation and 
uses a capital letter when appropriate. 
Student writes most sight words 
correctly and uses knowledge of 
spelling patterns to sound out words. 

1 2 3 4 

Word Choice 
Student uses interesting words: strong 
action verbs and descriptive adjectives. 
Few repetitive words.  

1 2 3 4 

Content/ideas  
Student narrows topic. Student has 
interesting details. Student “shows” 
reader using descriptive detail. 

1 2 3 4 

Sentence fluency 
Student has a variety of sentence 
lengths. Few choppy or run-on 
sentences. Sentences are complete and 
make sense. Sentences begin in 
different ways.   

1 2 3 4 

Organization 
Student uses transitional words. Events 
are sequenced and make sense. 
Student has opening and closing. 	

1 2 3 4 

Style and voice 
Student shows own personality. 1 2 3 4 

Total: 
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Summer Reading List 

Recommendations  

for  

First Graders going into 
Second Grade 

 
 

Recommended by Great Schools and Educational World 



Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Most of these books are suggestions from Great Schools and Education World.  Once you read a 
book highlight it and color a book on your book log. 

• Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day 
• The Bears' Picnic 
• Bedtime for Frances 
• Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 
• Caps for Sale: A Tale of a Peddler, Some Monkeys, and Their Monkey Business 
• Franklin Rides a Bike 
• If You Give a Mouse a Cookie 
• Freckle Juice 
• The Little Engine That Could 
• Make Way for Ducklings 
• The Listening Walk 
• Play Ball, Amelia Bedelia 
• Quick as a Cricket 
• Ten Apples Up on Top 
• There's an Alligator Under My Bed 
• The True Story of the Three Little Pigs 
• Frog and Toad are Friends 
• Ivy and Bean 
• My Best Friend 
• There Is a Bird on Your Head! 
• Widget 
• The Boy Who Loved Words 
• Carlo and the Really Nice Librarian 
• Edward and the Pirates 
• Max's Words 
• You Read to Me, I'll Read to You: Very Short Fairy Tales to Read Together 
• The Apple Pie That Papa Baked 
• Bear Snores On 
• The Big Snow 
• Diary of a Wombat 
• The Snow Leopard 
• Winter's Eyes 
• Clementine 
• The Dot 
• Emily's First 100 Days of School 
• Little Cliff's First Day of School 
• Miss Smith's Incredible Story Book 
• Ramona the Pest 
• The New Girl...And Me 
• Is A Worry Worrying You 
• Oh Brother! 
• Big Bug Surprise 



• Elena's Serenade 
• The Empty Pot 
• Henry and Mudge 
• I Knew You Could 
• How to be a Good Dog 
• Raggedy Ann's Wishing Pebble 
• What's So Bad About Being An Only Child? 
• Charlotte's Web 
• I Wish That I Had Duck Feet 
• The Hundred Dresses 
• The Little House 
• The Little Prince 
• Mr. Popper's Penguins 
• The Stories Julian Tells 
• Fairytale News 
• The Girl in the Castle Inside the Museum 
• Goldilocks and the Three Martians 
• How the Elephant Got Its Trunk 
• Let's Play In the Forest While the Wolf Is Not Around 
• Prancing, Dancing Lily 
• Pinkalicious 
• When the Library Lights Go Out 
• The Cat in the Hat 
• Green Eggs and Ham 
• Minnie and Moo and the Case of the Missing Jelly Donut 
• Why Don't You Get a Horse, Sam Adams? 
• Stella, Queen of the Snow 
• George Washington's Cows 
• The Giant Hug 
• Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse 
• Smash! Mash! Crash! There Goes the Trash! 
• I Love You This Much: A Song of God's Love 
• The Jesus Storybook Bible: Every Story Whispers His Name 
• Wee One's Bible Stories 
• The Beginner's Bible: Timeless Children's Stories 
• Precious Moments Bible 
• The Icky Bug Counting Book 
• The Nature Treasury: A First Look at the Natural World 
• The Polar Bears' Home: A Story About Global Warming 
• Why Do Leaves Change Color? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Reading List 

Log 

for  

First Graders going into 
Second Grade 

 
 
 



Name: _____________________________________ 

Summer Reading Log 

Each time you read a book, color in a book on the shelf.  
 

 

Print multiple sheets if needed.    



 

 


